
 

 
          A COMPLIMENTARY NEWSLETTER ON TRADE ISSUES IN ASIA PACIFIC 

No.44                                                                                                                                    26 April, 2018 

 
TRUMP FLAGS CHINA DEAL: As Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and USTR Lighthizer head to China for high-
level trade talks, President Trump has flagged a possible trade deal. “I think we’ve got a very good chance 
of making a deal.” Meanwhile, a number of economies, including Australia, are waiting to see how the US 
may roll-over their exemption from steel and aluminium tariffs beyond a current May 1 deadline. 
 
TRUMP QUICKLY COOLS ON TPP: President Trump’s flirtation with re-joining the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
appears to be just that.  A week after senior officials were reportedly tasked with mapping out a return to 
the table, Trump said he did not want to re-join unless he was offered a deal he could not refuse. 
 
COMMONWEALTH LEADERS SEEK TO CONCLUDE DOHA TALKS: Commonwealth leaders, meeting in 
London, have reiterated their support to finding solutions to outstanding solutions in the WTO’s Doha 
Development round. The Doha talks began in 2001 but have been largely stalled for nearly 10 years. 
 
AUSTRALIA CALLS FOR BETTER FARM ACCESS:  Prime Minister Turnbull has called for better farm access 
in Europe. He said the proposed Australia-EU FTA must address the restrictive farm tariffs and quotas. 
 
US & JAPAN TO PURSUE NEW TRADE AGENDA: President Trump and Prime Minister Abe have agreed to 
begin talks toward achieving what they describe as “free, fair and reciprocal trade deals.” Following 
meetings in Florida, they agreed the talks would be headed by USTR Lighthizer and Minister Motegi. 
 
NAFTA TALKS AT CRITICAL PHASE: A high-level ministerial meeting in Washington DC this week has sought 
to determine the next steps in the renegotiation of the NAFTA FTA between Canada, Mexico and the US. 
 
INDIA TALKS OF NEW TRADE PARTNERSHIP WITH UK: Prime Ministers Modi and May have met in London 
and agreed to forge a new trading partnership once the UK leaves the European Union. Talks between 
India and the EU for an FTA have been stalled in recent years due to a mis-match in ambition levels. 
 
AUSTRALIA HOSTS 100TH TRADE CLASS FOR BUSINESS: The Australian Government has hosted its 100th 
Free Trade Agreement information seminar. The seminars have attracted 4,000 businesses. 
 
EU CONCLUDES NEW MEXICAN FTA: Negotiators from the European Union and Mexico reached an 
agreement in principle at the weekend for a new trade agreement  
 
AUSTRALIA REVIEWS LIVE SHEEP EXPORT RULES: The Government has commissioned a review of its rules 
for live sheep exports. This follows recent controversy surrounding the treatment of livestock in transit.  
 
CHINESE WHEELS SPINNING IN DUMPING INQUIRIES: China’s wheel industries continue to attract 
dumping and subsidy inquiries. Australia has commenced inquiries into railway wheels from China and the 
US has announced dumping and subsidy inquiries on a range of steel wheels. 
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